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SHELTER HYSTERIA AND THE WAR PSYCHOSIS 


URGENT! We hear from Washington that there is every reason to believe 
that the Administration intends to come out shortly for a much stronger shelter 
program—almost mandatory for every household to provide protection. Every 
effort must be made to forestall such a stand, with strong recommendations that 
it be given further consideration. Letters—in QUANTITY—are extremely im- 
portant NOW. Address them to Mr. McGeorge Bundy and Mr. Theodore 
Sorenson at the White House rather than to the President. 


Recent public discussions of the 
civil defense program highlight three 
major arguments against fallout shel- 
ters which may give substantial help 
to the peace movement. 


1. The whole concept of a private 
family shelter program is opposed to 
the ethical standards by which we are 
taught to live. Guns to prevent neigh- 
bors from entering seem to be stand- 
ard equipment. People are building 
in secret—for fear they will be asked 
to share. “Self-preservation is the first 
law of nature,” a Jesuit priest coun- 
selled on television. In a column call- 
ed “Christianity in the Fallout Age,” 
John Crosby comments, “I don’t think 
I'd like to be interned even tempor- 
arily with the kind of people who 
seem to be building air-raid shelters.” 
(N.Y. Herald Tribune, 10-9-61) 


2. The efficacy of shelters, even out- 
side prime target areas (where there 
is no chance at all of survival) is very 
doubtful. Dr. John M. Wolfe, director 
of biology and medicine of the 
A.E.C., told a symposium at Colorado 
State University, “The question is, 
where does man go after his sojourn 
in shelters?” He pointed out that 
“thermal and blast effects and con- 
comitant radiation would create vast 
areas that would be useless to the sur- 
vival of man.” But suppose one did 


find a sufficiently un-radioactive spot 
in which to emerge, in a matter of 2 to 
6 months the rains would bring down 
another dose of fallout which would 
almost certainly be fatal to everyone 
in the Northern half of the globe. 
(Marquis Childs, Philadelphia Bul- 
letin, 10-5-61) 

3. European countries, with the 
exception of Scandinavia, seem to 
have almost no shelter programs. This 
is true also of the Soviet Union, 
according to reports by Marvin Kalb 
on CBS-TV and Osgood Caruthers 
(N.Y. Times, 7-16-61). Mrs. Khrush- 
chev told the San Francisco-to-Mos- 
cow peace walkers that the USSR had 
no shelter program because there is 
no defense against nuclear war. 

J. David Singer, University of 
Michigan political scientist, says 
shelter plans “may well symbolize 
(and become) for America the end of 
any serious search for non-military 
alternatives to international conflict.” 
(Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 
10-61.) “A lunatic nightmare” is I. F. 
Stone’s description of the Holifield 
hearings last August in Washington 
on the new civil defense program. 
(I. F. Stone’s Weekly, 8-14-61). Elabo- 
rate plans were described for marking 
shelters in major cities—themselves 
prime target areas where in all prob- 


hope you understand.” 


“Do you know that 48 people died of atomic disease last year, 16 
years after the bomb? Every year we have new victims. They are quite 
like ordinary people and suddenly their noses start to bleed and they 
have fluttering heart, etc., etc. So the poor people in Hiroshima are rather 
nervous because who can tell it may be him or her tomorrow. I am not 
saying this to be nasty it is only to let you know what they are into if we 
went on making H and A-bombs and experimenting on them. The ashes 
from Russia reaches Japan in a week. It seems they hit peoples’ bones 
when they make blood terrible. Excuse me for going into this but I do 


(From a letter received by Art For World Friendship Chairman Maud 
Muller from Mrs. Kyo Ohara, a teacher in Tokyo. ) 
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—Yardley in the Baltimore Sun 
“Maybe it would be less effort 
to try to avoid one.” 


ability no one would survive. Esti- 
mates were given of the number of 
dead in a nuclear war ranging from 
a mere 25% of our people to 80%, 
depending on the number of bombs. 
President Kennedy is said to have pre- 
dicted 70,000,000 deaths if nuclear 
war comes. How can any sane person 
seriously contemplate risking such 
destruction? Life magazine’s estimate 
that 97% of Americans could be saved 
is obviously part of a completely mis- 
leading propaganda barrage which is 
in full swing. 

The ads these days for shelter bis- 
cuits and geiger counters, for do-it- 
yourself kits and all sorts of prefabri- 
cated shelters, raise the question of 
how big a business this shelter pro- 
gram has become. Someone could do 
an interesting bit of research on the 
stock quotations and profit figures of 
the firms involved. Think of the quan- 
tities of food stored in useless hiding 
places in a world where two-thirds 
of the people are on the edge of 
starvation! 

WILPF branches around the coun- 
try have been trying to combat shelter 
hysteria. Several have produced their 
own flyers or leaflets and find as 
they distribute them that people are 
deeply disturbed by the shelter pro- 
gram and that this offers a real op- 
portunity to tell them how urgent it is 
that they raise their voices now for 


peace. 
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ARE YOU “TOO BUSY”? 


Four Lights has received a copy of 
an unusually moving letter addressed 
to President Kennedy by one of our 
members who knew the horror of war 
and Hitler’s Germany. We can repro- 
duce here only the last paragraphs, 
in which she explains why she has 
been impelled to write at this time. 


I do not want my children some 
day, when it is too late, to sit in judg- 
ment of me and rightly to accuse me: 


“As a free citizen in a free country, 
why did you not speak up? You knew, 
as few American citizens did, what 
happens to a people who will accept 
their government's policies without 
voicing their objections, loudly and 
clearly ... 


“You had us get polio shots; you 
had us vaccinated . . . you provided 
us with a clean home and with a 
healthy diet. But the milk you urged 
us to drink was radioactively con- 
taminated . . . while you contributed 
to the cancer fund, you also, by your 
silence, contributed to the creation of 
cancer through the testing of nuclear 
bombs... 


“Your parents and their generation, 
in Germany, as we understand it, 
did not speak up because they were 
‘too busy, or because they were afraid 
of losing their jobs. You knew that 
this lack of courage later cost them 
first their freedom and then their 
lives. 


“You put Eichmann on trial without 
recognizing that you were hardly less 
guilty than he was, because you stood 
silently by and watched while the 
gas chambers of the atomic age were 
being built, gas chambers large 
enough to kill every human being 
on earth. Why did you not speak up?” 


Today I did. 
Respectfully, 


Margaret Hofmann 
Austin, Texas 


Special Message from Annalee Stewart 


BE SURE to visit your Congress- 
man while he is at home between 
sessions. Talk to him about demili- 
tarization of Central Europe, the civil 
defense hysteria, and the need to seat 
The People’s Republic of China in 
the UN. 


“TO CLARIFY OUR VIEWS” ON THE UN 


By Adelaide N. Baker, International WILPF UN Representative 


The death of Dag Hammarskjold 
has taken a pillar of strength from 
the United Nations. But it cannot 
erase the outlines of its structure and 
purpose as he had laid them before 
the Sixteenth Session of the General 
Assembly in his Introduction to the 
Annual Report. He did not write this 
remarkable document to justify him- 
self at a time when his interpretation 
of the Charter was under great strain 
in the Congo and under fire by UN 
members. His aim was simply to 
challenge member nations “to clarify 
their views” on the direction in which 
they would like to see the future work 
of the organization develop. 

As I listened in the opening weeks 
to the General Debate in the UN 
Assembly, I realized how this testa- 
ment entered into the thought of all 
who spoke: delegates from newly 
admitted countries, communists and 
anti-communists, permament mem- 
bers, Pan-Americans, Arab and 
Israeli. The questions of principle 
Dag Hammarskjold laid so clearly 
before the UN were debated from a 
hundred varying standpoints. But I 
think it is fair to say that the ultimate 
choice of direction is emerging—at 
least in words. The fulfillment will 
not be so swift! But it must come if 
the UN is to survive. 


» 
Adelaide Baker at opening of World 
Affairs Center in Westport, Conn. 
Between the concept of the UN as 
“a static conference machinery for re- 
solving conflicts” and as “a dynamic 
instrument of joint action,” the em- 
phasis in all speeches clearly fell on 
“the effort to develop forms of execu- 
tive action on behalf of all members, 
aiming at forestalling conflicts and 
resolving them.” The UN Charter has 
already taken on a life in action that 
cannot be turned back, whether we 
would or not. The conference is its 
starting point. The conference may 
drag on or clog the wheels. The con- 
ference is not the United Nations. 
That is already alive in all parts of 
the world. 

The 91-item agenda finally adopted 
(and including at last the question 
of China’s representation) reflects that 
life. It is now being discussed in the 
seven committees of the Assembly: 
“Africa, a United Nations Program 
for Independence and Development;” 
“The United Nations Emergency 
Force;” “Land Reform;” “Internation- 
al Trade and Commodities;” “Report 
of the Trusteeship Council,” and all 
the train of questions of the future of 


Ruanda-Urundi, Western Samoa, the 
aching sore of South West Africa— 
these and fourscore more make up the 
list of tasks already undertaken or 
waiting for action. In the Economic 
Committee, Ambassador Phillip 
Klutznick of the U.S. has already 
elaborated on President Kennedy’s 
call for “A United Nations Develop- 
ment Decade.” In the Third Commit- 
tee, where there are many women 
delegates and Judith Imru of Ethopia 
is Vice-Chairman, the Draft Conven- 
tion on Marriage was worked over by 
delegates of countries whose customs 
are so diverse that the wonder is that 
some basic principles, like freedom of 
choice for both parties and registra- 
tion of marriages, were actually 
agreed upon. The Fourth Committee 
is presided over by a woman and 
an African, Miss Angie Brooks of 
Liberia. She epitomizes in herself a 
forward thrust for which the UN is 
largely responsible. She calls upon 
one delegate after another to deal 
with the progress toward more in- 
dependent states in Africa, as well as 
in the South Seas. 

Disarmament, which falls to the 
First Committee, was in the forefront 
of all speeches in the General Debate. 
Opposing concepts on controls still 
divide East and West. But some 
evidence of initiatives from the small- 
er nations reappeared in Poland’s 
Ambassador Rapacki’s Disengage- 
ment proposal, given new urgency 
in the Berlin crisis, and in Ambas- 
sador Golda Meir’s eloquent plea for 
“agreement also on disarmament with 
mutual inspection for specific zones 
or situations of international tension.” 
Such a scheme, she said, “could serve 
as a pilot project for solution of the 
overall problem. Israel is prepared to 
elaborate a programme to that end, 
and we call upon the Arab States to 
cooperate in this venture.” 

At WILPF’s UN Seminar held 
October 30-November 1, members 
had an opportunity to meet United 
Nations leaders. One of our Japanese 
members, Miss Kinu Kubota, was 
among the women delegates at a tea 
given by the Manhattan Branch for 
members and guests of the Seminar. 
Reporting on my representation of 
the League at the UN, I stressed 
especially the challenge to the con- 
cept of international civil service 
which is acute because of the Russian 
attitude toward Dag Hammarskjold 
during the last year of his life and the 
problem of a successor. Behind the 
choice of a Secretary General is the 
whole principle of the neutral Secre- 
tariat. Hammarskjold believed that 
“anyone of integrity, not subjected to 
undue pressures, can, regardless of his 
views, readily act in an exclusively 
international spirit.” The development 
of the international citizen must not 
be turned back by injecting Cold 
War divisions into the heart of the 
UN. More than any other factor, this 
is the instrument of dynamic peace. 
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Action Project No. 5 


STAND UP AND BE COUNTED 


OL 


By Evelyn Alloy, Chairman, Pensylvania Peace Action Committee 


Young people and mothers march in Independence Square. 


A peace walk or vigil doesn’t have 
to be prolonged, like the Vigil at 
Fort Detrick, nor massive like the 
Aldermaston march, nor as dramatic 
as the Walk to Moscow, to affect your 
community. Here is an account of one 
we considered successful (in that 
many people were reached with our 
message), which took place from noon 
to 4 P.M., September 16, in front of 
Independence Hall, Philadelphia. 

First we secured permission from 
the city to use Independence Square 
and requested uniformed police 
supervision. We invited other peace 
groups to join and to notify their 


members. We got friendly radio and 
TV announcers to talk about it the 
day before; advised newspapers a 
week in advance by mail and follow- 
ed up with a phone call, so that 
photographers would be present. 
The committee arrived at the 
Square a half-hour early with the fol- 
lowing “props:” A folding aluminum 
table; several folding chairs; pencils; 
pads of paper on which to register 
participants, with headings “Name, 
address, organization”; scotch tape; 
string; scissors; 18 large signs, to be 
carried at intervals along the line of 
march; and 5,000 flyers. Mimeograph- 


BRANCH 


@ “Turn Toward Peace,” the new 
national coordinated peace program, 
is starting in many communities with 
WILPF help. DENVER, DETROIT, 
CALIFORNIA and PENNSYL- 
VANIA BRANCHES are among local 
sponsoring organizations. 


@ Twenty-eight organizations in 
Denver received a personal letter 
from Gertrude Wissing, DENVER 
BRANCH Publicity Chairman, invit- 
ing their members to a free public 
meeting to hear Ava Helen Pauling 
speak on “Women and Peace.” 


@ CHICAGO BRANCH welcomed 
Mrs. Pauling the next night and 
PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH 
arranged to have her speak at the 
YMCA Luncheon Club in Philadel- 
phia. Dr. Pauling will speak at a city- 
wide mass meeting sponsored by the 
Branch November 8 with Emil Mazey 
of the United Automobile Workers 
Union. 


@ Under the slogan “End the Arms 
Race, not the Human Race,” many 
branches took part in the Women’s 
Strike for Peace started by four 
Washington, D.C. housewives, one a 
WILPF member. The idea was that 
on one day, November 1, housewives 
should leave their chores and visit 
public officials to express their con- 
cern for peace. 


ACTION 


CALIFORNIA BRANCH made 
this a state-wide project and declared 
November 1, “Women Work for Peace 
Day.” “We WILL NOT attend to 
any of our regular domestic and busi- 
ness duties,” SAN JOSE BRANCH 
Bulletin says. “Some of us will call 
on ALL ELECTED OFFICIALS... 
Some of us will call on neighbors to 
talk peace . . . Some of us will picket 
bomb shelter companies and/or civil 
defense .. .” 


PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH and 

ST. LOUIS BRANCH planned visits 
to Congressmen. WILPF members in 
New York took part in a demonstra- 
tion at the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion organized by the Women’s Direct 
Action Project. In Washington, D.C., 
they joined in a march to the White 
House and a continuous walk around 
it all day. 
@ NEW YORK METROPOLITAN 
BRANCH co-sponsored a welcome 
home meeting for the San Francisco- 
to-Moscow peace walkers who have 
made international news day after 
day with their demonstrations in 
Poland and the Soviet Union. 


@ Through the Detroit Peace Action 
Committee the WILPF participated 
in the Labor Day parade this year— 
the first time labor has admitted an 
outside group. 

(Continued on page 4) 


ed instructions informed those join- 
ing the march that silence was to be 
maintained on the line and all in- 
quiries referred to leaders designated 
by the sponsoring committee; that 
signs and flyers were to be those sup- 
plied by the organizing committee 
only. 

Teams of two, assigned to street 
corners, offered flyers to passers-by 
and to people in autos as they stop- 
ped for traffic lights. Marchers walked 
about 4 ft. apart, in an oval stretching 
almost a full block. Five minutes 
before break-up time, the line was 
brought to a halt and all filed past 
the registration table and deposited 
signs. 

About 160 participated in the march 
(some with children in carriages) and 
3,000 flyers were distributed. A letter 
was sent to President Kennedy, with 
copies to Senators, Congressmen, and 
newspapers, telling of the march and 
why we did it. Copies of our instruc- 
tion sheets and flyer are available 
from the National Office. 


Progress in Human Rights 


@ An agreement just reached be- 
tween Actors Equity and the League 
of New York Theaters (representing 
producers and managers) will end 
segregation in legitimate theaters 
throughout the U.S. After June 1, 
1962, they will refuse to perform or 
present plays in any theater which 
requires audience segregation. 


@ United Church Women are launch- 
ing a 3-year crusade to enlist 12,000,- 
000 women to fight racial discrimina- 
tion. They plan workshops around the 
country to teach ways of eliminating 
racial bars in churches, housing, 
schools, and employment. 


And Unfinished Business . . . 


Carl Braden and Frank Wilkinson, 
one dedicated to working for inte- 
gration and the other, for abolition 
of the HUAC, have served 6 months 
of their one-year sentences for con- 
tempt of the Un-American Activities 
Committee. Over 40 others are now 
under indictment or sentence for 
citing the First Amendment in re- 
fusing to cooperate with the commit- 
tee or its Senate or state counterparts. 
“The prerequisite to building a strong 
interracial integration movement in 
the South,” Mrs. Braden has said, “is 
the elimination of the fear-creating 
agencies such as this committee. 
These agencies have, directly or in- 
directly, kept many people silent by 
giving official sanction to the myth 
that white people who speak and act 
for integration are ‘subversive’.” 


WILPF’s Literature Department 
recommends Frank J. Donner’s book 
“The Un-Americans” for a document- 
ed account of HUAC abuses. It may 
be ordered from WILPF’s Literature 
Dept., 2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 
(paperback, 60¢.) 
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WHAT ABOUT QUOTAS? 


At this time, when dues bills have 
gone out and branch quotas are being 
considered, perhaps some explanation 
is in order as to why the quotas are 
so large and what they cover. Many 
branches feel that this burden is 
heavy and out of proportion, without 
quite comprehending what their con- 
tribution signifies. Actually, the 
amount of money expected from 
branches per member in 1961-62 is 
no larger than the amount asked for 
last year, even though our total ex- 
penses have increased. 


We should all realize, to begin 
with, that the WILPF does not have 
an experienced, expert team of several 
fund raisers, who in large organiza- 
tions take on the whole job of cover- 
ing the budget, and do nothing else. 
We have one expxerienced, expert 
person—whom you all know but who 
won't let me put in her name—as the 
kingpin (should I say the queenpin? 
Anyway, she says it’s everybody that 
does the job!) and she does a great 
many other things besides direct the 
raising of money. 


However, the membership must 
assist her by running a “do it your- 
self” collection of the budget. Our 
quotas are an integral part of our 
financing, although we should realize 
that they make less than half the 
amount needed for our operations. 
The finance department raises con- 
siderably more than half the budget. 


But that remainder which we raise 
is just as much direct peace work 
as are vigils, public meetings, visits 
to Congressmen, and influencing our 
communities. Consider the Legislative 
Seminars and the U.N. Seminars we 
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put on, the remarkable lobbying done 
by Annalee Stewart, the extension 
work we are starting bi-racially in the 
South, the speaking trips made by 
Dorothy Hutchinson and Mildred 
Olmsted. 


These are significant contributions 
to peace; they build the public im- 
pression that the WILPF is a respon- 
sible, constructive and reasonable 
group, to be taken seriously. Such 
active peace work is really being done 
in part by you and me when we do 
our share in the apparently imper- 
sonal, uninteresting chore of raising 
quotas. So let’s look at this side of 
our activity as work to be enthusiastic 
about, and as putting on a program 
that is indeed our very own. 


EMILY COOPER JOHNSON 
National Treasurer 


‘61-62 MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE UNDER WAY 


Filled with a sense of urgency, the 
National Membership and Branch 
Extension Committee set a national 
goal of 20 new branches and a 15% 
increase in membership during 1961- 
62. 

Many women feel that if this is the 
year of extinction, they can find no 
better way to spend the year than to 
devote their time and energies to their 
children and families and enjoy each 
day as it comes. 

BUT many other women are resent- 
ful that they have had no say in bring- 
ing us so close to the possible end of 
civilization this year and are asking 
what they can do to make themselves 
heard for peaceful solutions and 
negotiations. 

These angry, concerned women 
belong in WILPF where they can 
add their voices and strength to ours 
to work for peace and freedom and 
true security from war. We propose 
to find at least 1,000 of them. Will 
you all help? 


Marii Hasegawa, Chairman 
Nat'l. Membership Committee 


HOLIDAY BARGAIN GIFT 


“A book for everyone who has a 
concern for humankind . . . Read 
this for what it is—Jane Addams 
writing for us today. 

Karl De Schweinitz, the eminent 
social worker, wrote that about 
JANE ADDAMS: A CENTENNIAL 
READER, in a recent issue of Social 


Service Review. 


Roger Baldwin’s review appeared 
in the August 12th Saturday Review. 
It was worth waiting for: Macmillan 
reports a surge of sales since the re- 
view. WILPF still has copies available 
at $5.00 (20% less than trade price) for 
members and friends. Put this book 
high on your holiday gift-giving list. 


LITERATURE CORNER 


PEACE CALENDARS 1962 are 
ready for immediate distribution. 
They are moving fast and we must 
reorder. We would appreciate 
immediate orders so that we can 
estimate amounts required and 
have them available when needed. 
Prices: 75¢ each postpaid; 50¢ each 
for orders of 6 or more plus post- 
age. 


Books are perennial favorites for 
Christmas. We suggest DEAR MR. 
PRESIDENT, An Open Letter on 
Foreign Policy by Harrop and Ruth 
Freeman ($2 paperback; $3.50 hard- 
cover); THE CENTENNIAL READ- 
ER edited by Emily Cooper Johnson 
($5); PEACE AND BREAD IN TIME 
OF WAR by Jane Addams ($1.25); 
“WHAT THEN, RAMAN?” by 
Shirley Arora ($3.50) 1961 Winner of 
Jane Addams Book Award; RELI- 
GION IN ACTION by Jerome Davis 
($1.50). The new edition of BOOKS 
FOR YOUTH WHICH BUILD FOR 
PEACE (5¢) will help in further 
selections. Orders accompanied by 
payment are sent out postpaid. 


For Branch Study 

BERLIN KIT: Proposals by 
WILPF, SANE, FOR, Sen. Mansfield; 
WAR AND PEACE and the PROB- 
LEM OF BERLIN by Prof. Fred W. 
Neal; official proposals by U.S. and 
USSR. 50¢ each. 

POPULATION CRISIS: Compila- 
tion of excellent materials by experts 
plus WILPF resolution. 10¢ each. 


CHINA KIT: WILPF pamphlet, 
CHINA LOBBY and COMMITTEE 
of 1,000,000 by Elizabeth Weideman, 
plus other materials. 10¢. The ADA 
study, A FRESH LOOK AT OUR 
CHINA POLICY (5¢) and FOREIGN 
POLICY CUTS TWO WAYS by J. 
Stuart Innerst (6¢), important addi- 
tional sources, are available at this 
office. 

POLITICAL ACTION HAND- 
BOOK, plus other pertinent data, pre- 
pared by Leg. Comm. Necessary in- 
formation for effective carrying out 
of WILPF policy. (50¢ for basic ma- 
terials; $1 for de luxe selection.) 


BRANCH ACTION 

(Continued from page 3) 
@ CLEVELAND BRANCH reports 
wide distribution of “Berlin—a Solu- 
tion with Honor” by the simple plan 
of having each member take a supply 
at each meeting to hand on to her 
friends and neighbors. The whole 
leaflet was published as a Letter to 
the Editor in the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer and stirred up many letters 
pro and con. 


@ CHICAGO BRANCH member- 
ship tea honored Mrs. Jean Herrick, 
a Freedom Rider member who told 
of her experiences in Jackson, Miss- 
issippi. A four column story in the 
Hyde Park Herald quoted much of 
what she said. 
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